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Dec. 3: Government news service Agencia Informacion Nacional (AIN) reported that fuel allocation
for official vehicles had been reduced by half, effective this month. Allocations for private vehicles
was not changed. Prior to the reduction, allocations for government vehicles ranged from 20 to 40
liters per day, depending on the size of the engine. Fuel available for private autos ranges from 20
to 80 liters per month. Nov. 29: Daily newspaper Granma reported that the Agriculture Ministry has
implemented a program to mothball 10,000 tractors due to fuel shortages and the lack of spare parts.
The tractors pertain to state-run agricultural, livestock and forestry enterprises. Tractors are being
replaced with horse- and ox-drawn farm equipment. Granma reported that 25,000 tractors remain
in service. Government officials say traffic in Havana dropped between 25% and 30% in the first
nine months of the year. the number of daily bus routes by public buses was reduced from nearly
29,000 to 17,000 thus far. Total crude oil shipments from the Soviet Union this year are expected to
total less than 8 million metric tons. Soviet oil supplies in 1989 came to 13 million MT, and declined
to 10 million MT in 1990. President Fidel Castro said it is impossible to predict 1992 supplies. Cuba
produces about 700,000 metric tons of crude per year. As a result of reduced oil shipments, the
recently constructed port for supertankers in Matanza province, the Cienfuegos oil refinery and the
oil pipeline which unites both installations, are idle. The government has stepped up oil exploration
activities, but so far without results. According to official sources, in 1990 the French oil companies
Total and Europe signed a contract to drill in an area covering 2,000 sq.km. north of Cardenas Bay
in western Cuba. The companies shouldered expenses, used their technology and skilled workers
but will share profits with Havana if oil is discovered. Other unidentified sources cited by the Inter
Press Service say the government is studying a similar contract with Brazil's state-run oil company
Petrobras. About 90% of Soviet oil shipped to Cuba derives from Russia, and the rest from the
Caucasian republics. Dec. 7: President Castro said the island had not received a single tonne of
the fuel expected for December from the Soviet Union. The Soviets are 400,000 tonnes behind in
scheduled deliveries. A report by the Cuban international news service Prensa Latina said the
Transportation Ministry ordered a 40% cut in urban bus, railroad, and domestic airline services
beginning Saturday. Transportation workers are also limited in their free use of public transit
vehicles, a fringe benefit of their employment. A ministry spokesperson said holiday travelers will
probably experience problems as a result of the cutbacks. Soviety deputy foreign minister Alexander
Vladislavlev and Cuban Trade Minister Ricardo Cabrisas have been meeting in Moscow to discuss
a 1992 agreement to trade Cuban sugar for oil. Castro has asked Russian President Boris Yeltsin
to renew a sugar-for-oil agreement to ensure oil shipments to the island for 1992. [Basic data from
Inter Press Service, 11/29/91; Spanish news service EFE, 12/03/91; Agence France- Presse, 11/29/91,
12/07/91; Notimex, 12/08/91; Prensa Latina (Cuba), Associated Press, 12/07/91; Notimex, 12/08/91]
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